THE   LORD
made Wesleyamsm had become quite humdrum and conventional, and even the Evangelicals, now that so many of them were in fat livings, had lost some of their first, proselytizing enthusiasm, and were becoming, as Dean Church assures us, on quite good terms with the world Charles Dickens was shortly to express the normal person's dislike of the petty non-conforming " shepherd ", in the same spirit as Chaucer had pilloried the begging Franciscans of his own time The " Sims ", or followers of Charles Simeon at Cambridge, were, for long after their founder's death, to focus upon themselves the dislike that even Victorian undergraduates, in the mass, were capable of evincing for aggressive piety in their own ranks But such reactions were not in the nature of persecution, but rather the sporadic and ineffectual protests of
"Those who were bored With praising the Lord "
against a social tyranny that no one seriously dreamed of defying
If we want to know what the cult of the Lord meant for the generation that was to form the manhood and womanhood of the early Victorian age, we can sample the literature that was forming its character during the years of childhood As a type of its lighter manifestations, take Mrs Turner's Cautionary Stones^ which, though prim and priggish to the last degree, are so naive as to be quite delightful Who could quaxrel with the Mother who, when asked by some toddling Jacobin the pertinent question why all the choicest pleasures of the table are monopolized by the grown-ups, replies,
"Because, my dear, it is not tight ^     To spoil the youthful appetite."
But we realize the strength of Puritan austerity, when we find even kiadly Mrs Turner commenting on the
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